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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

plurality of objects in proximity to a person comprisj^^r^: 
a plurality of child units each having^ first 
communicating device for sending a locator ^^qnal and for 
receiving a control signal; 

a parent unit having a ^second communicating device for 
receiving the locator signal^rom at least one of the plurality 
of child units, electronic means for monitoring the at least one 
child unit and for d^ermining whether the at least one child 
unit is within preselected range, at least one alarm for 
producing a/numanly perceptible alarm when the at least one child 
unit is/outside the preselected range, and controls for 
se]^tively controlling the child units to be monitored and for 
"^contxalJ -ing activation of the . child unite. 
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2, The system of claim 1 wherein the processor of the 
parent unit comprises a microprocessor. 

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the processor of the 
parent unit comprises at least one of analog and digital 
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circuitry. 



4, The system of claim 1 wherein the first and second 
communicating devices comprise a first and a second transceiver. 



Tfee- by bLuii L ul claim 1 wherein the cl -e-C'tronl'c ' 

comprises a first global positioning device,,-a-s-Sociated with the 
parent unit and a second gloiiai-^sitioning device associated 
with the child ujj^iir^for providing global positions of the child 
unit and^^^e parent unit, the global positions for determining a 
rei^ive position of the child unit with respect to the parent 



^ 6, The system of claim 1 wherein the first communicating 

: ^ 

15q device of the child unit comprises a control mechanism for 

sending a signal to the second communicating device for locating 
the parent unit with the child unit. 



7. The system of claim l^^>rJferein the processor of the 
20 parent unit is progyamia^'^'to de-activate the second communicating 
device of the parent /kijUtand the first communicating device of 
each of the^^j^urality of child units when certain external 
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communica 



ignals are detected by the second communication 



•8-» Th e cyctom of claim 1 wheieiji---i 4 4^i-^ a 4r ^ one aiarm of 

the parent unjJ:--Gejftpxxg^s^ a speaker for indicating when the 
rected,jihi ld unit is ouLside Lhc prc^^ l e . ct -e^'rraiTgg^ 
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9. The system of claim V^herein the at least one alarm of 
the parent unit compriseij^af vibrator for silently indicating when 

l(3:y the selected child unijfe''iV^outside the preselected range. 

5 Li 

10. The system of cj^iiii^i^herein the at least one alarm of 
O the parent unit comprise^/^t Aeast one light for indicating when 
H the selected child unit is outside the preselected range. 



im jfcJ^ wherein 



The system of cla wherein the at least one alarm of 

the parent unit comprises a vibrator for silently indicating when 
the selected child unit is outside a first preselected range, a 
light for indicating a visual signal when the selected child unit 
is outside a second preselected range, and a speaker for 
indicating an audible signal when the selected child unit is 
outside a third preselected range. 
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i^. The system of claim 1 wherein the parent unit includes 
a mechanism for temporarily terminating signals between the 
second communicating device of the parent unit and the first 
communicating device of each of the plurality of child units, and 
5 an adjustable timer for selecting a period of temporary 
termination of the communication signals. 

t 

The system of claim 1 wherein the parent unit includes 
a tracking mechanism for assisting the person to locate at least 

r 

10|-M one of the plurality of child units with the parent unit. 

i 1^ )^ 

jy^. The system of claim >3 wherein the child unit includes 
y an alarm mechanism for producing a humanly perceptible alarm when 
signaled by the tracking mechanism of the parent unit. 
150 f 

Jrfe. The system of claim wherein the tracking mechanism 
includes a display for indicating the proximity of the at least 
one child unit to the parent unit. 

^ .7 



^20 4^. The system of claimy^ wherein 



the controls of the 
parent unit for selectively controlling the child units include a 
mechanism for adjusting the preselected range at which the at 
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least one alarm will signal the person when the selected child 
unit is outside of the preselected range. 

yf. The system of claim 1 wherein said first and second 
5 communicating devices each comprise digital communicating 
devices . 
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The syst e m of claim 1 vdicrcin - oaid cOiiLiol! 

means for selective activation of at^_Learsfohe of the child 
units, wherein thes^iectTve activation includes means for de- 
act ivaijdi§—tiie—-i-eea"toT — STrgftajr-of the f i rst communicating device-^ — • 



^3r9\ The system of claim/|^ wherein the at least one alarm is 
a variable alarm that varies according to the distance between 
the parent unit and the at least one child unit. 
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